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MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION

Processional Scarlet Knights Jazz Trombones

Professor Conrad Herwig, Director and Trombone
Marc Stasio, Faculty and Piano

Matthew Echols, Trombone
Christopher Smith, Bass
Yunior Terry Cabrera, Bass, M.M. 17
Kyle Duppstadt, Drums, B.M. ‘18
John Nunez, Guitar, BM. ‘16
Luciano Minetti, Piano, B.M. ‘18
Stephen Justice, Trombone, M.M. 17
Ben Weisiger, Trombone, B.M. ‘16
Gregory DeAngelis, Trombone, B.M. ‘18
Peter Lin, Trombone, M.M. ‘17
Rebecca Andrews, Trombone, BM. 17
Timothy Rechen, Trombone, B.M. ‘18
Adam Machaskee, Trombone, M.M. ‘12
James Borowski, Bass Trombone, D.M.A. ‘11

The audience will stand during the student and faculty processionals.

Welcome George B. Stauffer, Dean
Mason Gross School

Student Speaker Gregg Bautista
B.EA., Visual Arts, ‘16

Address Kevin Goetz
CEO and Founder, Screen Engine/ASI
B.EA., Theater, ‘84

Tributes to Retiring Faculty

Vickie Esposito, Department of Theater, 1973-2016
Floyd Grave, Department of Music, 1981-2016
Rufus Hallmark, Department of Music, 2002-2016

Presentation of Mason Gross Awards Julia Ritter, Chair & Artistic Director
Dance Department

Nancy Rao, Acting Director
Music Department

David Esbjornson, Chair
Theater Department

Gerry Beegan, Chair
Visual Arts Department

Presentation of the Scott Cagenello Memorial Prize Mandy Feiler
Dean of Students



Recognition of Graduating Students Dean Stauffer

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachelor of Music

Master of Fine Arts, Master of Music, and Master of Dance Education
Artist Diploma

Hooding of Recipients of Doctor of Musical Arts Karina Bruk
Graduate Director, Music

Richard Chrisman
Professor, Music

Recognition of Recipients of Doctor of Philosophy Dean Stauffer
Degrees in Music

The audience will stand for the singing of the Alma Mater
and remain standing for the recessional, which will be led by the faculty.

Alma Mater, On the Banks Howard N. Fuller, 1874

Student choir conducted by Nicholas M. Petroski

From far and near we came to Rutgers,
And resolved to learn all that we can;
And so we settled down,

In that noisy college town,

On the banks of the old Raritan.

On the banks of the old Raritan (my friends)
Where old Rutgers evermore shall stand,
For has she not stood
Since the time of the flood,

On the banks of the old Raritan.

Then sing aloud to Alma Mater
And keep the scarlet in the van’
For with her motto high
Rutgers’ name shall never die
On the banks of the old Raritan.

Recessional Scarlet Knights Jazz Trombones

A reception will be held on Civic Square Plaza immediately following the ceremony.

The State Theatre is operated by the State Theatre Regional Performing Art Center at New
Brunswick, Inc., 11 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick, New Jersey, a non-profit corporation
of the State of New Jersey.

Food and beverages may not be taken into the audience chamber. Your cooperation will
help prolong the quality and atmosphere of the theater.

Fire regulations strictly prohibit smoking in the State Theatre. Smoking is not permitted
anywhere inside the building.

FIRE NOTICE: The red exit sign nearest your seat is the shortest route to the street. In an
emergency, please do not run.....Walk to that exit.

Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of management. Theater policy is to begin
performances at the advertised time.

The management is not responsible for personal property of State Theatre patrons.
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MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS AWARDS

DANCE

Margery J. Turner Choreographer Prize
For a work of exceptional group choreography
Oluwadamil O. Ayorinde
Genna F. Mattana
Yuri Yoo

2016 Dance Department Choreography Prize
For an outstanding work of choreography by an undergraduate
Javier Padilla

MUSIC

Ethyl Gloria Kinney Memorial Prize
For academic excellence and artistic accomplishment in jazz studies
Benjamin Weisiger

Irene Alm Memorial Prize
To a graduating doctoral student for excellence in performance and
scholarly research
Colin Britt
Sahoko Sato

Arthur G. Humphrey Memorial Prize
Outstanding work in music
Paul Conrad

Michael Fardink Memorial Award
To an outstanding vocalist or accompanist
Stephen Saharic

Olga Marsano Burian Award
For outstanding achievement in music
Luke Ostrow

Music Department Award
For excellence in performance
Michael Szeles

Elizabeth Wyckoff Durham Award
Student in organ or piano studies who excels in performance
Samuel Rowe

Daphne and John Powell Award
Excellence in M.M. or D.M.A. Collaborative Piano
Paul Conrad



THEATER

Dr. Jaroslav and Grayce Susan Burian Prize
To a graduating theater student with the highest G.P.A.
Dalton Zogleman

The Women'’s League of Rutgers Award
For excellence in theater
Nicole King

John I. Bettenbender Memorial Performance Award
For outstanding graduate artistic achievement
Adam Hardin

VISUAL ARTS

Brovero Photography Prize
Excellence in photography
Aaron Turner
Evan Bryson
Carmen Hurtado-Esteve
Ann Pollock
Sean Madden

Giza Daniels-Endesha Award
For outstanding graduate performance in visual arts
Bomi Kim

Giza Daniels-Endesha Award
For outstanding undergraduate performance in visual arts
Allison Scalera

James O. Dumont Travel Grant
For artistic integrity in visual arts
Shiza Chaudhary

Visual Arts Award
For artistic accomplishment in visual arts
Gregg Bautista
Shadden Fahim
Ingrid Morales
Ariana Ijaduola
Anaelle Gamanho

INTERDEPARTMENTAL

Scott Cagenello Memorial Prize
To a student who has shown special commitment to helping others
in the school or university community
Katharine M. Mattina



Bachelor of Arts

Honors are based on Fall 2015 Cumulative G.P.A.

Joanna Augustynowicz*
Kajoree Bhattacharya* *
William Caldwell* *
Megan Cavanagh
Carina Chang

Jaclyn Daddio*

Yue Dai**

Melanie Gannone* *
William Geraczynski
Swathi Gorle

Emily Grejda

Jenny Ha

Jennifer Han

Syed Hassan

Karl Hoempler
Murtuza Hussain
Rachel James
Alexandra Johnson*
Ciera Jones*

Salieu Kanu

Melissa Katz

Dakota Kievman
Elvira Krupnik*
Stephanie Leiva
Jiayu Lu

Eric Malheiro
Camila Marte

Alyssa Mazanec
Kelly Mccarthy
Dominique Mcdyer
Scott Monaghan* *
Somina Mosaku*
Aiyana Mostello
Christine Nau
Nathalie Peck
Tatiana Pereira*
Alexa Perillo

Toni Pollitt

Leela Prendergast
Katerina Prodromou
Markus Robinson-States
Jonathan Rojas

Art
Theater
Music
Theater
Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art

Art
Theater
Theater
Art

Art
Music
Dance
Art
Music
Art
Music
Art
Theater
Music
Art
Theater
Dance
Theater
Dance
Music
Art

Art
Theater
Theater
Dance
Art
Theater
Art

Art

Art

Art

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude



Nicholas Rudinski* *
Sohan Sheth
Lindsey Silvera

Sade Smith

Glendy Soriano
Alexis Steiner*
Kristen Stephenson
Stephanie Taylor* *
Michelle Thomas
Charles Throckmorton*
Natasha Tripathi**
Catherina Tucher
Stephanie Turci*
Kayla Votapek
Charlene Wanja*
Jenna Zatz

Gianna Zembryski
Dalton Zogleman

*QOctober Graduate
** January Graduate

Music
Art
Dance
Theater
Art

Art

Art
Theater
Music
Music
Art
Dance
Theater
Theater
Art
Dance
Art
Theater

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachelor of Music
Honors are based on Fall 2015 Cumulative G.P.A.

Hanifa Abdul Hameed
Samantha Abrams
Kellie Airhart

Britney Alcine

Lindsay Andreanszky* *
Kelley Arney

David Asbury*
Oluwadamil Ayorinde
Amanda Badger

Gregg Bautista

Amelia Bonvento
Morgan Bryant

Evan Bryson

Kyle Buchanan
Mitchell Bultman* *
Matthew Bur**
Bernadette Burke
Kelly Bushell

Nicole Cameli
Elizabeth Canavan

Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Theater
Dance
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Theater
Theater
Music
Visual Arts
Dance
Music

Magna Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude



Kerriann Caputo
Natalie Caravaglio* *
Deanna Carlucci
Thomas Carroll*
Melanie Chambers
Shiza Chaudhary
Veronica Cheeseboro*
Matthew Chin
Daniel Choi**
Ashley Choy
Daniel Christian
Imani Cole*

Stacy Collado
Rebecca Cooney
Ryan Davis
Roberta Day

Sarah Deaver
Victoria DeCandia
Emily Declement
Ian Defalco
Brittany Dinardo
Quan Do**

Maria Dorado

Ian Eversen
Shadden Fahim
Caitlyn Farrell
Carolina Fernandes
Brandon Flynn*
Moriah Fox
Nathanael Francis
Shannon Frederick*
Anaelle Gamanho
Sofia Garzén
Olivia Gerrits

Thea Grier
Amanda Guerette* *
Apolonia Guerrero
Neal Gupta

Rose Hartnett
Catherine Heiba
Kara Hestevold
Cheyenne Hidalgo
Victoria Hughes*

Carmen Hurtado-Esteve*

Sophie Hyde
Ariana [jaduola*
Sarah Isaacs

Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Dance
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Theater
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Theater
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Visual Arts
Theater
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Music
Visual Arts
Theater
Dance
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts

Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude



Monika Jastrzebski
Nefertiti Jenkins
Lillian Joergensen *
Joanna Kim
Brendon Kingsley
Emily Knowles
Kelsie Kolb

Keith Lalley**
Joseph Lalumia, Jr.* *
Sean Langford
Brittney Larko*
Joseph Lavecchia
Grace Lee*
Michelle Lee

Anna Lentz
Stephanie Levanduski
Jonathan Li Volsi
Teresa Lim**
Bethany Longfellow
Miguel Lopez
Mikayla Lucarano
Daniel Macor

Sean Madden
Nimisha Mahiyaria
Lee Mamolen
Stephanie Mangioglu
Genna Mattana
Katharine Mattina
Kate McCarthy
Lauren McGinley
James Merchant
Alexia Merlo

Sara Miovi¢
GinaMarie Miro
Ingrid Morales
Alexis Moran
Ronald Munoz
Danielle Murphy
Amy Nightingale*
John Nunez
Joshua Orr

Luke Ostrow

Brent Paes, Jr.
Dominic Palombi
Joanne Pan

Hirah Park

Leah Passafiume

Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Theater
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Theater
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Theater
Music
Theater
Visual Arts
Dance
Music
Music
Dance
Music
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Visual Arts
Dance
Theater
Music
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Music
Theater
Visual Arts
Visual Arts

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude

Cum Laude



Jennifer Payan
Michael Perez*
Nicholas Petroski
Susan Pizzaia

Ann Pollock

Max Rim*

Ernest Roberts
Neal Rodgers*
Ethan Rodriguez*
Robert Romano
Kiana Rosa

Cesar Rosado* *
Sadie Rothenberg*
Samuel Rowe

Ye Ji Ryu**
Stephen Saharic
Melanie Sanniola
Andy Santana*
Tara Savage
Allison Scalera
Jane Schumacher* *
Erin Schwab

Trey Shore
Jennifer Silver
Jessica Sipe
Lauren Smith
Laura Sohn**
Alyssa Staffin*
Jeron Stephens
Brittany Stetson*
Manon Stieglitz **
Krystina Suarez
Michael Szeles* *
Sam Urdang**
Juan Villar-Ojito* *
Laura von der Linde
Benjamin Weisiger
Megan Wenger
Tiffany Wiggins
Ashley Yehoda
Yuri Yoo

* October Graduate
** January Graduate

Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Theater
Theater
Music
Music
Music
Dance
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Theater
Music
Music
Dance
Music
Music
Theater
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Theater
Visual Arts
Music
Theater
Theater
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Dance
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Magna Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Summa Cum Laude
Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude
Summa Cum Laude



Master of Fine Arts, Master of Dance Education,
and Master of Music

Paul An

Diane Aragona
Christina Altamura* *
Simone Baechle
Jason Baerg

Jared Bailey
Brittany Barnwell
Alfred Batchelor*
Michael Benson
Elizabeth Benson
Jaewon Choi
Brittany Cohen
Jada Rose Cunningham
Benjamin Cureton
Njelama Dacas
Robert Dallas
Brian Edgerton
Shawn Edmonds
Jase Egan

Jeffrey Ellenberger
Ashley Epps
Spencer Erickson
Anthony Fania
Maximiliano Ferro
Eugenia Forteza
Barbara Goszczynska
William Goldberg
Evan Halter

Sean Hankins
Adam Hardin
Grace Jackson
Daniel Jang
Shannon Johnston
Gregory Jung
Bomi Kim

Adrian Kiser

Kyle Kraft
Chin-Ching Li
Rachel Macfarlane
Susie McNulty
Gabriella Meiterman-Rodriguez
Rachel Miranda
Jason Moore* *

Music
Music
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Music
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Dance
Dance
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Theater Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Dance
Visual Arts
Music
Visual Arts
Theater Arts
Visual Arts
Theater Arts
Theater Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Music
Visual Arts
Theater Arts
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Dance
Dance
Dance
Music
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James Morton
Chan Mi Park
Justin Robinson
Andrew Schwarts
Hannah Sego
Jeffrey Smith* *
Mitchell Speed
Joan Stasio

Natalie Swan
Aaron Turner
Bryna Turner**
Daniel Vaughan
Rebecca Visintainer
Anna-Sophia Vukovich
Sena Wataya

Ella Wearing

Jane Westrick

John Wilson

Elaine Wisniewski *
Craig Yoder

*Qctober Graduate
** January Graduate

Jeffrey Smith

Artist Diploma in Bass Trombone
Major Professor: John Rojak and

George Curran

Visual Arts
Music
Music
Visual Arts
Dance
Music
Visual Arts
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Theater Arts
Music
Dance
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Visual Arts
Music
Music
Music

Artist Diploma
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Doctor of Musical Arts

Jonathan C. Adams
Doctor of Musical Arts in Tuba
Major Professor: Alan Baer

Mesia N. Austin
Doctor of Musical Arts in Percussion
Major Professor: Joe Tompkins

Erin K. Banholzer
Doctor of Musical Arts in Oboe
Major Professor: Nathan Hughes

Donald Batchelder **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Trumpet
Major Professor: David Krauss

Dennis Blackwell **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice
Major Professor: Nancy Gustavson

Colin Britt

Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral
Conducting

Major Professor: Patrick Gardner

Wen-Tso Chen **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Violin
Major Professor: Todd Phillips

Elian Da Silveira Kujawinski
Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral
Conducting

Major Professor: Patrick Gardner

Joseph d’Auguste
Doctor of Musical Arts in Clarinet
Major Professor: Maureen Hurd

Rochelle Ellis **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice
Major Professor: Judith Nicosia

Angy Estrada **

Doctor of Musical Arts in
Collaborative Piano

Major Professor: Barbara Gonzalez-Palmer

Heejin Jang **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Piano
Major Professor: Susan Starr

* October Graduate
** January Graduate

Chang Ho Lim
Doctor of Musical Arts in Violin
Major Professor: Todd Phillips

James P. McCrann

Doctor of Musical Arts in Music
Education

Major Professor: William Berz

JungHwa Park **
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice
Major Professor: Eduardo Chama

Sahoko Sato
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice
Major Professor: Eduardo Chama

Lawrence Curtis Streetman
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice Major
Professor: Eduardo Chama

Robert M. Walley
Doctor of Musical Arts in Trombone
Major Professor: Weston Sprott

Charles Wilson **

Doctor of Musical Arts in Bass
Trombone

Major Professor: John Rojak

Sara Bennett Wolfe
Doctor of Musical Arts in Cello
Major Professor: Jonathan Spitz

Mimi Zhang
Doctor of Musical Arts in French Horn
Major Professor: Douglas Lundeen

Graduate School New Brunswick
Graduates

Wuiyeon Kim*

Doctor of Philosophy in composition
Major Professor: Charles Fussell and
Christopher Doll

Nicole C. Vilkner
Doctor of Philosophy in musicology
Major Professor: Nancy Rao

Chia-Yi Wu
Doctor of Philosophy in musicology
Major Professor: Floyd Grave



Mason Gross School of the Arts Administration

George B. Stauffer, Dean
Lisa Baratta, Associate Dean
Mandy Feiler, Dean of Students

Department of Dance

Julia Ritter, Chair and Artistic Director
John Evans, Associate Chair
Barbara Bashaw, Director, Ed.M. Program
Frederick Curry, Undergraduate Director

Department of Music

Nancy Rao, Acting Director
Darryl Bott, Associate Director
Ellen Leibowitz, Coordinator of Undergraduate Studies
Karina Bruk, Coordinator of Graduate Studies

Department of Theater

David Esbjornson, Chair
Barbara Marchant, Associate Chair, Head of Acting, and Head of Rutgers
Conservatory at Shakespeare’s Globe
Kevin Kittle, Associate Head of Acting
R. Michael Miller, Head of Design/Set Designer
Vickie Esposito, Associate Head of B.FA. Design
Kathleen Tolan, Head of Playwriting
Carol Thompson, Head of M.FA. Stage Management and
Head of B.FA. Production
Marshall Jones 111, Head of B.A. Program

Department of Visual Arts

Gerry Beegan, Chair
Natalie Bookchin, Associate Chair
Ardele Lister, Director of Undergraduate Studies
Gary Schneider, Director of Graduate Studies
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Mason Gross School of the Arts

Executive Committee

George B. Stauffer, Dean
Lisa Baratta, Associate Dean
Mandy Feiler, Dean of Students
Robert E. Mortensen, Representative, Board of Trustees
Julia Ritter, Chair and Artistic Director, Dance Department
Robert Aldridge, Director, Music Department
David Esbjornson, Chair, Theater Department
Gerry Beegan, Chair, Visual Arts Department
Nicolas Pereda, Director, Rutgers Center for Digital Filmmaking
Ruqqayya Maudoodi, Director, Arts Online

Division Directors

Marti Mayo, Interim Director, Brodsky Center for Innovative Editions
Nicolas Pereda, Director, Rutgers Center for Digital Filmmaking
Christopher Kenniff, Director, Extension Division
Rugqayya Maudoodi, Director, Arts Online

15



ALUMNI

CONGRATULATIONS,
CLASS OF 2016!

Welcome to the Rutgers University Alumni Association (RUAA), the universitywide
alumni organization that all Rutgers graduates are members of—for free, for life! You
are joining a powerful network of more than 470,000 alumni worldwide, a legion of
scarlet enthusiasts who have shared many of the same experiences and traditions

that have made your time at Rutgers memorable.

As you embark on this new chapter in your life, the RUAA website and social media
channels will help you stay connected with your Rutgers family. Make sure to update
your information at RAlumni.com/NewGrads 16 to have access to networking events,
social outings, exclusive discounts, career resources, volunteer opportunities, and

many diverse alumni groups across the United States and abroad.

For 250 years, Rutgers has been revolutionary, and you and your fellow alumni
embody that revolutionary spirit. Congratulations on this momentous

achievement and welcome to the RUAA!

Follow the RUAA social media channels today for a chance to win a

$100 gift certificate to RutgersAlumniShop.com.

o RutgersAlumni @ @Rutgers_Alumni

G @RutgersAlumni @ Rutgers Alumni Group

Your Rutgers experience does not end today. You are Scarlet Forever™.




